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Noteworthy

Cloture Vote on Priscilla Owen: 81-18

“It means we'll talk, welll listen, and we'll discuss why they feel that way. But it means
that I’m back in the ball game. If one of the seven decidesto filibuster -- and | believeit's
not an extraordinary circumstance for the country, for the process, then I’ ve retained my
rights under this agreement to change the rules if | think that's best for the country.”
Senator Lindsey Graham, Senate Floor, 5/24/05

“If an individual senator believesin the future that a filibuster is taking place under
something that's not extraordinary circumstances, we of course reserve the right to do
what we could have done tomorrow which is to cast ayes vote for the constitutional
option.” Senator Mike DeWine, press conference, 5/23/05

REMARKSBY THE PRESIDENT AND JUDGE PRISCILLA OWEN IN PHOTO
OPPORTUNITY

The Oval Office

THE PRESIDENT: I'm proud to welcome Judge Priscilla Owen to the Oval Office,
along with Leader Frist and my two buddies from the great state of Texas, Senator
Hutchison and Senator Cornyn.

Over four years ago | put Judge Owen's name up to the Senate for confirmation to the
5th Court of Appeals. Thanks to the good work of the Leader, whose work cleared the
way, Judge Owen isfinally going to get an up or down vote on the Senate floor. Sheis
my friend, and more importantly, she's a great judge.

| want to thank the Texas Senators who have been so strong, standing beside Priscilla
There was never any doubt in the Senators minds that Priscilla Owen is well-qualified to



honorably serve on the federal bench. And it'ssuch a-- it'sagreat day for our friend, to
see our friend finally get ajust due, after along, long wait.

So, welcome and congratulations. Perhaps you'd like to say something.

JUDGE OWEN: Mr. President, first of all, thank you for nominating me. | was very
humbled by that, and | will remember what -- that you expect judges to follow the law.
And | want to thank both of my Senators, Senator Hutchison and Senator Cornyn. Y our
support was tremendous throughout all of this. | realy appreciate it, and thank you so
much for all the time and effort you put in to responding tirelessly for months and
months. And Senator Frist, thank you for your leadership. | appreciate that, and |
appreciate the fact that I'm finally going to get a vote, thanks to your efforts.

Thank you.



